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DECEITFULNESS
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PRECEPT

JOHN 8:31-32

3! Jesus said to those who believed in Him, “If you obey My teaching, you are
really My disciples. 32 You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:15

The little foxes are ruining the vineyards [of love]. Catch them, for the grapes
are all in blossom.

PROMISE

Jesus mentioned “/ tell you the truth” in the Bible nearly seventy times in the four
Gospels. We know full well that Jesus is the truth, the way, and the life (John 14:6);
truth is consistent with His character and part of His nature, therefore there are no
room for lies with Him. Satan, on the other hand, is the father of lies, and the problem
is we often-times believe in Him. John 8:44 says, “He was a murderer from the be-
ginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.” He is at-
tacking each of us in many areas of our lives, including our marriages, relationships,
etc. As a result of this, 50% of marriages in North America alone ends in divorce, and
the statistics show how divorces are occurring at an alarming rate. Many of us be-
lieve the lies of Satan in marriages including “My marriage is harder than everyone
else’s.” The truth is, all marriages are hard, only God, the author and orchestrator of
marriage, can make it survive. Another one is that “Marriages is a 50/50 partner-
ship.” In reality, we lack understanding about marriage, for it requires cooperation
and must be complementary. Another one is “My spouse and | are incompatible.”
We all have differences, but Jesus can work it all together for our good and happi-
ness. Lastly, “My spouse should complete me” and “Marriage equals constant hap-
piness.” Truthfully, only God must complete us and give us full and constant happi-
ness.

One of the many lies married people believe is that they can change their spouse.
The Bible tells us that only God can change a person. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says,
“Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone. A
new life has begun!” Only Jesus can give us a new heart and new spirit, and only
Him can remove our old self. Ezekiel 36:26 says this, “| will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit in you. | will take out your stony hearts of sin and give you new
hearts of love.” We must focus on ourselves to pray to be transformed by God. Pray
this prayer in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and
know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you and leads me
along the path of everlasting life.” Another lie that a lot of us believe is, “It’s just a
little sin, it’s not a big deal.” The truth is, sin, big or small, is a big deal. The reason we
deal with big sins is because we don’t deal with them while they are still small. Song
of Songs 2:15 tells us, “The little foxes are ruining the vineyards [of love]. Catch
them, for the grapes are all in blossom.” The little sins are ruining the beautiful mar-
riages we have; little lustful thoughts or wavering affection and attention, little critical
thinking caused by unaddressed conflict, little spending driven by the desire to con-
trol things, etc. Early on, we must confess our sins to each other and pray for each
other (James 5:16). We don’t manage sin, we confess it. And we don’t protect it, we
expose it. Lastly, there are those that believe that their marriage is hopeless. The
marriage is in bad shape due to pain and betrayal, and they are convinced that their
marriage is over. Matthew 19:26 shows us that there is hope and all things are possi-
ble to those who believe. God’s Word tells us that the one who trusts in Him is bless-
ed (Jeremiah 17:7), so let us not lose hope. Jesus healed incurable sicknesses and
diseases, raised the dead, and transformed many lives. He can surely restore any
relationship. Let us embrace the truth, take action, and put our confidence in Him.

PRACTICE

PRAYER

RED FLAGS

OVERCOMING THE THREATS TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS

1. Don’t be Deceived. Reflecting on your
marriage, do you have any red flag of
lies? How can you/did you overcome
it/them?

2. Lies in Marriage. How can we combat
the lies that destroy marriages? Give prac-
tical steps on how to do so.

I. Life Sports

« May God keep them safe and healthy as
they celebrate their physical skills in
sports.

1. Life Link
« Pray that our ushers will always care for
the needs of those who enter our doors.

I1l. Life Worship
« May the worship they lead be an avenue
for God’s power to be revealed.

IV. Life Kids
- Pray for renewed energy, strength, and
health as they serve in the ministry.

V. Growth

- Pray that we will grow in our walk and
yield to the great plans and purposes of
God in our lives.

VL. Disciples

« May all of us answer the call of Christ to
make disciples of all nations the best we
could.

VII. Leaders

- Pray that we will not grow tired and
weary in leading and serving God’s
people.
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